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“Add to Your Faith” - #8 
Maturing to Perfection in Your Walk With the Lord 

May 24, 2026


2 Peter 1:1-9 
Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 
obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge 
*(experiential) of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us 
all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great 
and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. But also 
for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness,  to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks 
these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins. 

Last Week: 
• Agape Love is:  

• Selfless giving *(giving, often without regard to oneself) 
• Valuing others *(often over oneself)

• The heart of God working in us and expressed toward others

• From a Kingdom perspective, probably the simplest and strongest 

definition is: Love — selfless, sacrificial commitment to another person’s 
good 


• Unconditional: It is given regardless of whether the recipient deserves it 
or not 


• “Agape is the language of the Kingdom.”

• “The highest expression of spiritual maturity is love.”

• “Genuine agape love is the Father’s nature being worked out, in and 

through you (us).”  *(His children?) AT
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1 Corinthians 13 - The Love Chapter - 16 qualities of Agape  
• Relationships are the training ground for agape

• “It’s ONLY in the context of our relationships that we have the awesome 

opportunity to LEARN to love like Jesus did!” – AT

• John 13:35 - “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” 
• In the final analysis I think it comes down to this: “How well did we love?” 
• Love means different things to different people 

• I’m learning that ‘how’ we were/are loved heavily influences how we love

• Another great reason to experience the Father’s love

• Without that….or love will never fulfill its full potential!


• Love suffers long  
• Long-suffering: the grace-enabled ability to remain patient, loving, 

and steady in the midst of adversity, opposition, criticism, etc.  

• Patience under pressure

• Maintaining the heart of Jesus when relationally, emotionally 

challenged

• Remaining loving when wronged, or betrayed

• Love that refuses to quit - The quality of love that a parent might 

have for a wayward son or daughter

• Slow to anger - Restraining oneself when pushed to the limit

• Steady under pressure - Holding your peace when everything is 

screaming otherwise

• Patience, undergirded by grace

• A great example - Love your enemies

• Consistent forgiveness *(the enemy’s constant reminder of how you 

were wronged and why you have the right to NOT forgive) 
• Life offers unlimited opportunities for our love to be challenged 

• These are tests of the highest order - Approach them with a sober 

mind, prayer and a resolve to love regardless of the conditions 

• To withhold love is an unequalled spiritual violation  - Totally 

unbecoming to a Kingdom person

• “How do I love in this situation?” 
• A wide variety of methods
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• Is kind 
• Kindness - a fruit of the Spirit 

• Always acting in ways that make one feel loved

• Physical acts to benefit the recipient

• The heart of the Father reflected in actions

• Tender hearted

• Empathetic - feels what another feels


• Love does not envy 
• Not envious

• Doesn’t compete for pre-eminence (always getting the credit)

• Rejoices in the victories of others 


• Love does not parade itself 
• Not exercised for show

• Is not self directed

• Not trying to be noticed

• Those are all classic characteristics of an orphan spirit


• Is not puffed up 
• Prideful

• Not given to draw attention to oneself

• Doesn’t look down on others

• Not obsessed with our own importance


• Does not behave rudely 
• Refuses to act/speak in derogatory actions 

• Not inconsiderate toward others

• Doesn’t dishonor others


• Does not seek its own 
• Love is a giving thing 

• Gives expecting nothing in return

• The ‘hook’

• The transactional effect - I do this, so I expect this


• Is not provoked 
• Refuses to be ruled by others harsh words or actions

• Cannot be pushed to the brink of rejection by others’ actions

• Doesn’t take offense - Becoming unoffendable

• Relationship more important than the problem
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• Thinks no evil 
• Creates and maintains a clear conscience 

• Doesn’t keep score on wrongs committed against 

• Doesn’t assume the worst

• Gives the benefit of the doubt 


• Does not rejoice in iniquity 
• Love refuses to enjoy gossip, scandal, revenge, or another person’s 

misfortune 

• Doesn’t take pleasure in another’s downfall 

• Avoids gossip


• Rejoices in the truth 
• Always acting in good faith toward its recipients

• Celebrates righteousness 

• Rejoices in seeing others being freed and restored

• No one is beyond redemption 


• Bears all things 

• Eager to carry the load without complaint 

• Fully able to carry/contend for relational challenges 

• Refusal to quit when relationships get hard

• Remains committed when love is tested


• Believes all things

• Deep conviction

• Better days ahead

• Trusts God’s ability to work in people

• Doesn’t write people off


• Hopes all things 
• Hope - Not wishing for good

• Absolute assurance 

• Optimistic about transformation

• Believes in restoration 

• Positive outlook


• Endures all things 
• Is able to withstand the most serious trials

• Stays true when opposition presents itself

• Faithful under pressure 
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• Doesn’t give up because of repeated failure

• Love never fails 

• It’s undefeated

• It’s always relevant 

• It produces like kind

• It’s perpetual

• Stands the test of time

• Stands against all threats and offenses toward it without complaint

• Refusal to compromise its very nature (impossibility)


• 1 Corinthians 13 - Of these three abide, faith, hope and love; but the 
greatest of them is love”


Where are you in the big picture where love is concerned? 
Where are you succeeding? 
Where are you falling short? 
Bring it to Him!


