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The Prodigal Son?? - Part 1
June 28, 2026

Last Week:

10 Ways to Bless the Father

Acknowledge, Communicate, Trust, Love Him, Love Your Neighbor, Love Your
Enemies, Love the Things He Loves (seek His Kingdom!), Embrace Your
Sonship, Be Obedient to Him, Walk With Him

Luke 15 - The Story of the Prodigal Son

Luke 15:20-22 - “A certain man had two sons. And the younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.” So he divided
to them his livelihood. And not many days after, the younger son gathered all
together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with
prodigal living”

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf here
and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.”

+ Teaching this to a greater degree, and dissecting this chapter like never done
before; Why? - - Timing and strategy for the season we’re in (Awakening)

+ Foundational for our house

+ The revelation of God as Father

* Our contribution to the whole body of Christ

« And, ....I’'m building, in you a foundation of the Kingdom of God (MORE)

+ Affects, literally everything you encounter in life!

+ My greatest blessing: The ability to make this ‘thing’ of relationship with the
Father as simple as it’s really supposed to be.

* And,....to help everyone the Lord has entrusted to me to do the same, and to
help them to walk in it!

Luke 15
The sinners and the tax collectors - drew near
« Who were the ‘sinners’?
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« Those that are determined ‘not’ to do good
+ Rebellious, corrupt, unrepentant, deceived, lawless, hard-hearted
« Then there are those who are victims of society:
« The broken, wounded, the lost, the disenfranchised, ostracized,
« From the Pharisees point of view - the only class of people lower than
the sinners were....The Gentiles (considered no better than a dog)
« Who were the tax collectors?
Collected taxes for the Roman Empire
Most were dishonest and overcharged and kept the extra themselves
They were despised because they profited from their own people
But, the greatest offense/defilement was that they came into contact
with Gentiles - - They were considered to be ‘unclean’
Matthew was a tax collector
« These were always around Jesus
« Jesus was the embodiment of perfection - they weren’t!
 They felt welcome
» The felt seen, and heard
« They felt accepted by Jesus....but more....
« The felt ‘valued’ - It was something atmospheric!
« They felt loved....because they were loved *(genuinely)
« A fully redeemed heart doesn’t just ‘accept’ the sinner; it values him!
« Knowing the grace of God is able to transform even the hardest heart
« It’s the exposure to agape that makes the difference
+ It’s called personal experience!
« The atmosphere - 100% charged with agape
« They were ‘drawn into’ that atmosphere
- 2 examples: Woman at the well; Peter and Jesus after the resurrection
« Genuine agape cannot be
- The ‘real thing’ is attractive to the human heart (they may not know what it
is but they’re drawn to it)
« The Father wants to create that same atmosphere around you
- When it’s working like it should, two things happen: 1) People are drawn
into that atmosphere; 2) The Father directs people into it
« So they can experience the real thing and not some cheap imitation
+ As a Kingdom person you ‘carry’ an unexplainable presence
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« The more you’re exposed to Hls love the more that same love is able to
operate ‘through’ you. *(We love because He first loved us)

 Your presence changes the atmosphere wherever you go

« When you walk into a room the possibilities for the supernatural realm
multiply

« Your words have greater weight. Why? - - Because your heart is correct!

- God breathes on your words because they’re His words

« Mankind was created ‘for’ the Kingdom - These things come natural for you

« People are getting ‘done’ with religion. The only thing that’ll capture and
hold their attention, their heart, and their devotion....is the Kingdom of God!

+ It’s the adventure the Father intended!

The Pharisees and the scribes - complained

« Who were the Pharisees

« The ruling religious class

« Hypocrites

« "The over religious, self-righteous, doctrinal police”

- The Scribes - Experts in the Law, teachers, interpreters of Scripture, etc.

- Highly regarded as experts on religion and Jewish Law

- Jesus said to them: “You’ve heard it said, but | say to you....”

« They knew what it said; they didn’t know what it meant.

- Jesus was ushering in a ‘New Covenant’; they were stuck in the ‘old’

« Appears today in churches as the Kingdom is preached/taught

« Matthew 5:20 - “For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter
the kingdom of heaven”

- Their righteousness was self generated

« It was all focused on the outward acts rather than inward transformation
(the heart)

« They loved to be noticed: prayer, fasting

« What you do does not make you righteous; What He did makes you
righteous.

« He fulfilled the Law - - He took the punishment for our sins

+ All we have to do is just ‘receive’ that atonement and walk in it

- If you’re ‘in Christ’ (born again/saved, etc) you’re considered righteous
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Going through the religious motions - - Rampant in the Bible Belt

Mark 7:12-13 - “Because of your tradition you’ve made the commandment
of God of no effect

Matthew 23:15 - “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him
twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”

Matthew 15:-9 - “These people draw near to Me with their mouth but their
hearts are far from Me”

“This Man receives sinners and eats with them.”

Totally against the Jewish tradition

Nicodemus was a ruler of the Pharisees

Came to Jesus at night; “You must be born again”

Cannot ‘see’, or ‘enter’ the Kingdom

A ‘Kingdom’ understanding does what religion never could/never will!



